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District with distinction during the 
1960s and 1970s, and I’m very, very 
grateful to Congressman KING for invit-
ing me here to share those thoughts. 

Mr. KING of Iowa. Well, I thank Mr. 
BRALEY, and in reclaiming my time, I 
appreciate you coming to the floor to-
night to enter your remarks into this 
RECORD and to voice your sentiments 
about Wiley Mayne. I didn’t realize 
that you had a relationship that had 
connected across the State over to 
Sioux City and with John and with 
Wiley. 

And I’m always pleased to find out 
that sometimes we think that it’s a 
small world, but in fact, I think it’s a 
big neighborhood. 

Mr. BRALEY of Iowa. It is a big 
neighborhood, and Iowa is a large State 
geographically but small in many 
ways, and that’s why it’s so nice when 
these things come around full circle. 

And I know that his family will miss 
him. I know they were very, very proud 
of his many accomplishments, and I 
just want them to know that my 
thoughts and prayers are with them 
during this difficult time. 

And we certainly are proud to be here 
tonight to honor this great Iowan. 

Mr. KING of Iowa. I thank very much 
Mr. BRALEY, and I’d like to reflect 
upon some of the things that have been 
written and said about Wiley Mayne, 
former Congressman, and most re-
cently passed away Congressman Wiley 
Mayne. These are just some blogs that 
were posted in the paper. 

And I would reflect that, when you’ve 
been out of public life since the first 
days of 1975, and 33 years pretty much, 
that’s a lot of time that’s passed. And 
it’s more than just a generation, and it 
approaches a second generation. And 
many of the people that live in the 
Sioux City area were not there and 
maybe were not born yet when Wiley 
Mayne was our Congressman. 

I remember those days, though, when 
he was, and I remember his image he 
had in our household. And we spoke 
reverently of Wiley Mayne for the posi-
tions of character that he took, and we 
watched him go through the agonizing 
period of time during the Watergate 
break-ins and the period of time that 
was very tumultuous. 

b 1930 
We were in the middle of Vietnam 

War. We had the Watergate break-in. 
It’s interesting that Marilyn and I were 
married on the same day of the Water-
gate break-ins, as was Governor 
Branstad on June 17, 1972. That’s how 
we remember that. 

Wiley Mayne was my Congressman 
then. We had great reverence for him 
and great respect for his integrity. But 
the reflection back on that, that many 
years, to inspire someone to go to the 
keyboard and type some words in to 
post on a blog that may not be read, 
but they will be, because I think it’s 
important for me to put this into the 
RECORD. 

Here is one from Mr. Joel Greer, and 
it’s published May 29. ‘‘Wiley Mayne is 

one of the last of the fine, older genera-
tion of gentleman lawyers that have 
made Iowa a good place to practice 
law. By the end of the case he had 
against me, we were friends. I loved 
travelling to depositions with him be-
cause he had so much worldly experi-
ence but was so humble. He gave good 
counsel to clients. He comported him-
self well as our Congressman. He was 
the consummate volunteer as Presi-
dent of the State Bar Association. I am 
pleased to have known him, and I 
thank his family for sharing him.’’ 

I second those sentiments. 
From Mr. Ronald Scott, same day. 

‘‘It was a pleasure to have met Con-
gressman Mayne. He was a friend of my 
father, Harold Scott; and I met the 
Congressman when I had my first trip 
to Washington, D.C., in 1968. I deeply 
appreciated the time Congressman 
Mayne spent with our family. I remem-
ber him as a true gentleman and an ex-
cellent representative.’’ 

Think of that, from 1968 until a little 
over a week ago, to have made that 
kind of an impression on a visit here, 
that that would cause Ronald Scott to 
go to the keyboard and put those words 
in on the passing of Congressman Wiley 
Mayne. 

Here is a gentleman I do know, Mr. 
Keith Uhl, who happens to be an attor-
ney. ‘‘As a member of Ben Reifel’s (R- 
SD) staff in Washington D.C., ’68–’72 we 
worked closely Congressman Mayne in 
Iowa and South Dakota. Wiley was al-
ways pleasant, cooperative and effec-
tive. His spirit continues thru his ef-
forts for many. As growing up in 
Mapleton, Iowa, then the western Iowa 
communities appreciated his fine rep-
resentation. God Bless. Keith Uhl, Des 
Moines & Mapleton, Iowa.’’ 

Those are some of the sentiments 
that have come out about Wiley 
Mayne. I have a series of things that 
have been repeated by Members who 
have come here to speak about Con-
gressman Wiley Mayne. 

But as I look across his record, I 
can’t help but reflect that his expertise 
went beyond being a congressman, of 
course. He went on to also being Presi-
dent of the Iowa State Bar Association, 
where he served with distinction; and 
he was also a trumpet player in col-
lege. I noticed in one with of the obitu-
aries that I read that not only was he 
successful there, but he was also suc-
cessful in debate, which would be a nat-
ural thing. 

I would have liked to have had the 
opportunity to have debated with him 
on opposite sides to see how he actu-
ally comported himself when I get a 
little wound up. I expect that he would 
have still applied his gentle nature and 
his keen intellect and his 
insightfulness to probably calm me 
down a little bit, and I would not have 
wanted to be in a position where I 
hoped to prevail in that particular de-
bate. 

But his roots going back into 
Sanborn, Iowa, where he was born and 
raised and graduated from high school 

there in 1934. He actually won the Iowa 
State oratory and the trumpet com-
petitions as a senior in high school. He 
went on then to Harvard, and he be-
came chairman of the Kirkland House, 
and he was order of his class there in 
1938. That’s some pretty tough com-
petition, I would say. 

Just 3 years later, he graduated from 
the Iowa law school and received one of 
the highest bar exam scores in the 1941 
Iowa bar exam test. Now we can look 
back on his life and see a great leap in 
maturity for a young man, even as well 
educated as Wiley Mayne. 

In fact, we can look back and see his 
life shifted greatly to a life-long com-
mitment to public service, especially 
at the tumultuous times that I men-
tioned earlier. But from 1941 until 1943, 
Congressman Mayne was a Special 
Agent with the FBI, assigned here in 
Washington D.C., also Los Angeles and 
San Francisco. 

Then he heard the call to serve our 
Nation’s military; and during the thick 
of the fighting during World War II, he 
entered into the U.S. Naval Reserve as 
a lieutenant with the Judge Advocate 
General in the Navy. From 1943 to 1946, 
he served aboard a destroyer escort, 
the USS Stockdale, in the north Atlan-
tic, which was a difficult place, but 
also the Mediterranean and the Pacific, 
another difficult place to be. 

Upon returning to the States, he 
began practicing law in Sioux City; and 
from 1946 until 1964 he practiced law in 
Sioux City during some of that time. 
And 1963 was the year that he served as 
President of the Iowa State Bar Asso-
ciation and then also as a member of 
the House of Delegates of the American 
Bar Association from 1966 until 1968. 

He was also chairman of the Griev-
ance Commission of the Iowa Supreme 
Court and Commissioner of Uniform 
State Laws. He has a long history in 
working to help support our laws and 
our community. 

But, again, at a time of turmoil, Con-
gressman Mayne was elected to the 
U.S. House of Representatives in 1966 
to represent northwest Iowa. There he 
served for 8 years as Congressman of 
Iowa’s 6th Congressional District. 

But as a member of the Judiciary, 
and we haven’t mentioned yet the Ag-
riculture Committee, and it’s inter-
esting that I have the privilege to serve 
on both the Judiciary Committee and 
on the House Agriculture Committee. 
To some degree, I have the duty and 
the responsibility, however heavy and 
difficult the load, of carrying on some 
of Congressman Mayne’s legacy in both 
of those locations. 

It has been inspiring to me to be able 
to serve on the Judiciary and on the 
Agriculture Committee. It’s odd that a 
nonlawyer like myself could serve on 
the Judiciary Committee, but it’s also 
not odd at all that a lawyer from Sioux 
City would serve western Iowa, north-
west Iowa, in the United States Con-
gress and serve on the House Agri-
culture Committee, because, of course, 
of Iowa being one of the leading agri-
culture States. 
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